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act according to circumstances. If it be necessary to interfere
at all with the tumour, and the latter be of only moderate
.ize, the choice of removal or of measures directed to the obli-
teration of the cysts is presented to us. llemoval is at all times
difficult, and may prove impossible. These tumours, as far as
I have seen, always dip beneath the deep cervical fascia, and it
is utterly impossible to know to what extent they reach, or
what structures they may overla,p or enclose. The carotid
sheath or the oesophagus may be so surrounded by the growth as
to render the removal of the taiter impossible. This was so in Mr.
Arnott’s case, quoted by Mr. Hawkins, and it would, I dare
say, have been found to be so in my first c tse had I been driven
to.attempt the removal of the tumour. Of course, the relations
of a tumour in the anterior triangle are far more formidable
than in the posterior, though even the latter are sufficiently
embarrassing in many cases. !’-till I have given an instance of
the removal of such a tumour with apparent success ; and even
in Mr. Arnott’s case, though the operation could not be com-
pleted by the total removal of the deep part of the tumour, the
patient is said to have ultimately "done well." These are

encouragements to proceed somewhat boldly in cases where the
tumour is growing rapidly, and where therefore we have reason
to think that life will not be protracted very long ; but the
limit between justifiable boldness and foolhardiness must be
fixed by each surgeon for himself. Pressure on the jugular vein,
interference with deglutition, projection into the month, would
in most cases contraindicate the attempt at removal, as would
enormous extent of disease.

If so little solid structure can be made out that the surgeon
is doubtful whether the disease is not purely cystic, of course
the obliteration of the cysts will be the first measure indicated.
If such means do not succeed in checking the growth of the I
tumour, it will then be time to think about more radical mea- 
sures. I have seen such striking success from the injection of
tincture of iodine into these cysts of the neck, that I should not
think of employing any o’ber measure at first. If this fail, and
still the solid part of the tumour is no’ increasing, setons may
be tried. If an attempt be made to dissect out the cyst or cysts,
a very free opening should be made by crucial incision, and
large flaps of skin be turned back from the tumour. Every
part of the cyst should if possible be removed. I have noticed
in two of the above cases that I left small fragments of some of
the cysts; but this was done only as a pis aller: in one case
because the child was dying, in the other because I could not
distinguish the cysts from the skin. I related the third case to
the Pathological Society a few weeks since, when the President
mentioned a case in which, in removing a cyst, a portion had
been left adhering to the subdavian vessels, and where the cyst
re-appeared after many years of apparent health. This uncer-

tainty on the vital question, whether it will be possible effec-
tually to remove such tumours, is another reason for abstaining
from the attempt as long as it, is justifiable to do so. But in
the diffused and rapidly growing tumours I believe total extir-
pation is the only remedy, and such of them as are beyond the
reach of that measure I believe to be incurable. Injections are
inert in these formidable affections; setons and caustics appear
rather to hasten the fatal event. Perhaps the least hopeless
plan, when total removal is impossible, would be to lay open
the cysts freely, and repeat this from time to time as fresh
cysts might present in the first wound ; but although I tried
this measure io the second of the cases above detailed, it cer-
tainly proved inefficient in checking the disease.

Queen-street, May-fair, April, 1864.

ON THE

ACTION OF THE BROMIDE OF POTASSIUM
IN INDUCING SLEEP.

BY HENRY BEHREND, L.R.C.P.E. &c.

DR. GARROD, in his recent lectures on the British Pharma-
aopoeia, has mentioned that the bromide of potassium, when
administered in large doses, produces drowsiness. I do not
know whether the profession at large is aware of this fact, but
as I have never previously seen any record of it (being in-
debted for my first information on the subject to the statements
of Dr. Brown-Sequard), and as 1 have during the past twelve-
month had ample practical experience of its use, the following
oases are submitted to demonstrate the value of the remedy

in the treatment of insomnia sad restlessness, accompanied by
and dependent upon nervous excitement and irritability. If
irs employment upon a larger scale should confirm the results
at which L have arrived (and of which Dr. Brown-S6quard has
repeatedly assured me), its importance cannot well be over.
rated; as it is better borne than opium or any of its prepara-
tions, is free from the unpleasant effects-such as headache,
constipation, &c.-produced by that drug, and the system does
not so rapidly become accustomed to it as to require its admi-
nistration in constantly increasing doses.
The first case in which I prescribed it was that of a gentle-

man, thirty-six years of age, of highly nervous temperament,
who had undergone much mental excitement consequent upon
the dangerous illness of a very near relative. There was no
constitutional malady present, and the only symptom was loss
of sleep, and the debility, both bodily and mental, consequent
upon it. He had not enjoyed a really good night for weeks,
and this preyed upon him to such an extent as almost to pre-
clude the possibility of his sleeping; for his mind was con-
stantly intent upon this one subject, and never more so than
when he retired to rest, so that it seemed as if the very effort
to obtain sleep prevented its accomplishment. He was in very
low spirits, and had failed in quieting the nervous system by
opium in its various forms, valerian, and other anti-spasmodics
and sedatives. He was recommended to take twenty-five
grains of the bromide of potassium dissolved in a little cold
water three times a day, before meals, for a week. At the
end of t.his time he called to inquire if it was necessary to con-
tinue the treatment, as he had enjoyed several nights’ excellent
sleep, and had to a considerable extent regained his former
cheerfulness and mental calibre. As he was still, however,
somewhat nervous about his night’s rest, it was thought ad-
visable that he should not entirely give up the employment of
the bromide; and he continued taking it once in the twenty-
four hours, at bedtime, for a fortnight longer. He had now

implicit confidence in the power of the remedy, and, what was
of still greater consequence, was regaining confidence in his
own powers of obtaining natural sleep, and he gradually ceased
having recourse to the medicine. He always, however, kept
a dose of it by his bedside, so that, if he woke in the night and
was tormented by the fear of not sleeping again, he might at
once take it. During the last few months this fear has also
left him, and he does not now use the bromide on the average
more than once in three weeks. He sleeps perfectly well for
six or seven hours at a time, and wakes comfortably and
naturally, with entire freedom from the dread and depression
which he formerly experienced on waking. ,

A second case, perhaps even more remarkably illustrative of
the beneficial action of this salt, is that of a gentleman, forty
years of age, who consulted me in the month of October last.
He was of a most excitable and nervous temperament, and
was engaged in mercantile transactions of great magnitude,
the extent of which indeed seemed quite to overwhelm him,
although without any grounds as to a fear of their ultimate
result in a pecuniary point of view. He was quite unable,
however, to banish them from his mind day or night ; he had
lost his natural sleep, was harassed and fatigued during the day,
and sought my opinion as to whether he ought not at once to
withdraw from business, although the sacrifice entailed thereby
would be very great, and he was most anxious to avoid it. I
told him to place himself under treatment for a few weeks,
and if no bene!it were derived at the end of that time. such a
step as he contemplated might be necessary. I prescribed the
bromide of potassium as in the last case: twenty-tive grains to
be taken three times a day before meals. At the end of a
week he was much better, slept naturally and well, and was
consequently much more sanguine as to his capability of at-
tending to his affairs. Good sleep having been procured, I
thought it better to attend to the condition of the nervous

system, and ordered the sulphate of strychnia to be taken in
commencing doses of the thirtieth of a grain, to be gradually
increased to the tenth of a grain, thrice daily. He was advised
to have a dose of the bromide of potassium by his bedside, or
to take one before going to bed, if he felt nervous about his
night’s rest ; but since the first week of the treatment I do not
think he has once found it necessary to have recourse to it.
He sleeps perfectly well, has regained spirits and confidence,
and has quite abandoned the idea of his unfitness to attend to
his business transactions. He continues taking the tenth of a
grain of sulphate of strychnia twice daily.

Other instances might be adduced of a similar character, but
the above will serve as a type of the cases in which the admi-
nistration of the bromide of potassium appears Jikely to be
most useful-those, namely, in which the nervous element pre-
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ponderates ; and it is in these that, for the most part, opium
and its preparations fail to produce any good result, and are
not well borne by the system, frpquently even adding to the
excitement and irritability under which the patient labours.
There can be no doubt, moreover, that cases of this type are
unfortunately on the increase, since the highly artificial mode
of life of the present day, especially in large cities, perpetually
stimulates the nervous energy to the highest possible degree ;
so that even in the strongest constitutions the mental equi-
librium is but too often shaken, and the weaker ones yield
speedily to the excessive demands made upon them. The dose
of the bromide recommended may appear large, but it is in all
cases easily tolerated, and produces neither disagreeable nor
toxical effects ; the appetite is not interfered with, the alvine
evacuations are regular and copious, and irritability of the
bladder-a frequent accompaniment of restless nights-is
greatly relieved. The only unpleasant result I have witnessed
has been slight and temporary headache; and Dr. Brown-
S&eacute;quard has informed me that he has given it with perfect
safety for several successive weeks in drachm doses. Of the
temporary paralysis, and weakening of sexual desire and power,
which are said to follow upon the administration of large doses
of the bromide of potassium, I have seen nothing. I should
wish to try this remedy in the treatment of the restlessness of
delirium tremens, but have not had the opportunity since I
have become acquainted with its action upon the nervous
system.

Norfolk-crescent, Hyde-park, May, 1864.

ON IMPREGNATION.

BY A. FLEISCHMANN, ESQ., M.R.C.S.

I AM sorry to upset so ingenious a theory as that which
appeared in the pages of THE LANCET, from the pen of Dr.
Packman, in July last ; but as I apprehend those pages are for
the dissemination of scientific truths, and not for the promul.
gation of pure theory unbacked by fact, I venture to make an
extract from my obstetric register, and then to compare it
with what is reprinted from THE LANCET in the last volume of
Brait7twaite8 Retrospect. My register says :-

Dr. Packman says :-" In the human female conception in
the first half of the time between menstrual periods produces
female offspring, and male in the latter."
Hence, Dr. Packman seems to lay down as a scientific dogma

that which I believe depends upon some occult and possibly
variable condition seeming so nearly allied to first causes as to
be certainly beyond our ken now, and probably will be for
ever.

In the case quoted the woman had intercourse with her
husband three days after menstruation, and consequently at a
period when the female with her newly released ovum, and
the male with his procreative powers in fullest vigour, were
both in a condition best adapted for fruitful congress. The
result was conception; and on the 281st day from impregna-
tion (280 days, it will be remembered, being the technical
duration of human pregnancy) a fully developed male ovum
was brought forth. Clearly all things were so ordered as Dr.
Packman would himself have wished them, had he desired to
test his theory.

Exceptions do not prove, but annihilate scientific laws. If
but once in a thousand years a chemist found that ordinary
combustion did not result in the production of carbonic gas
and watery vapour, or that the ordinary decomposition of
saccharine matter by fermentation produced other compounds
than alcohol, carbonic acid, and water,-then no one could
certainly say what would be the result of combustion and fer-
mentation : they would cease to be scientific laws. And in
like mauner, if Dr. Packman takes upon himself to enunciate a
first law of nature, and in one well proved instance nature
fails.to obey Dr. Packman, then Dr. Packman’s discovery goes

for nothing; and Dr. Farre will yet have to learn the art of
making princes and princesses to order, and Dr. Farr of regu-
lating  he population of the country.

Dr. Packman will perceive that the "feminine creation"
refuse-as usual-to be " subservient to the necessities and
will of man." "

Cheltenham, May, 1864.

ON A CASE
OF

TAPEWORM (T&AElig;NIA MEDIOCANELLATA),
SUCCESSFULLY TREATED WITH OIL

OF MALE FERN.

BY EDWARD HART VINEN, M.D., F.L.S.

As I consider every instance in which tapeworm has been
successfully treated, with the means by which its removal was
effected, deserves to be recorded, I forward for insertion in
THE LANCET the following case, in which two small doses of
the oil of male fern were sufficient to effect a cure :-

In July of last year, I was consulted for a little boy eight
years of age, who, I was told, had for a long time previoas
been in the habit of passing large portions of tapeworm. The
first time this was noticed was in the previous November (1862),
which induced his mother to apply for advice to a medical
brother living in Scotland. He recommended decoction of

pomegranate bark, which was administered frequently, and
always with the effect of bringing away considerable portion*
of the worm; but as the remedy only gave partial relief, the
mother consulted me.

As the child was very delicate, I prescribed a small dose-
twenty-five minims-of oil of male fern, in mucilage, with
peppermint water, to be taken at bedtime and followed by a
dose of castor oil in the morning if necessary. The result was
that a large portion of the worm was expelled; but I looked in
vain for the head, although from the appearance of the upper
segments it was evident that the separation had taken place
not far below it. At the end of a week I gave a second dose
of the oil, the same strength as the first (viz., twenty-five
minims), with a most successful result, for the head was ex-
pelled the next day.
I My own impression was that this worm was the ordinary
t&aelig;nia solium; but on showing it to my friend, Dr. T. Spencer
Cobbold, he pronounced it to be the t&aelig;nia mediocanellata,
which is generally considered to be of mnch less frequent
occurrence than the former, and more difficult to remove.

K&uuml;chenmeister says that ’&deg; the touchstone of a remedy for
tapeworms is not whether it expels botbriocephalus latus or
t2enia solinm, but whether it is also capable of effecting this
with t&aelig;nia mediocanellata." And he considers oil of turpen-
tine to be the remedy par excellence for tapeworm ; and that
the oil of male fern is insufficient, and its action uncertain. As
far as this case goes, however, it militates against such an
opinion; for the remedy was given without any previous pre-
paration, and in the first instance only was it followed by a
small dose of castor oil.

Since passing the head of the worm the little boy has im-
proved in health and appearance, and, I need scarcely add, has
had no return of his previous symptoms.
Chepstow Villas West, Bayswater, May, 1864.

TESTIMONIALS.-On the 20th instant the guardians of
the Wheatenhurst Union made a presentation to Mr. C. M.
Harris, their retiting medical officer, consisting of a silver
salver, teapot, sugar basin, cream ewer, and inkstand; pro-
vided by private subscription amongst the guardians. The
salver bore the following inscription: " Gratefully presented
to Clement Mears Harris, for twenty four years one of the
medical officers of the Wheatenhurst Union, by the guardians,
in recognition of his zealous assiduity and uniform kindness to
the poor, and as a token of personal respect. 1864." -On the
2let instant, the members of the United Urder of Odd Fellows
at Oakensbaw, Lancashire, presented to their medical officer,
Dr. W. S. Millar of Accrington, a handsome silver inkstand,
11 as a token of respect and gratitude for professional services."


